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to see the Preamble assert "a firm belief of the being and per-
fections of the one living and true god/* though he gave in? his
".-?	O         *	~*>	C?	*.
demand for v/hat the majority regarded as a form of religious test,
General Jeremiah Wadsworth, with, other former cScers of the
Continental Army, objected to giving Congress ""both the sword
and purser—that is3 control over both the army and the treasury;
but Wadsworth voted for ratification. Some of those who op-
posed a stronger central government sympathized with Shays*
followers in Massachusetts, and were at odds with the ministers
and magistrates who dominated Connecticut Most o£ the dis-
senters were simply rural Yankees who were satisfied with their
tight communities and did not wish to be drawn into a govern-
o	o
merit that would reach from New Hampshire to Georgia and
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi But Connecticut was an
orderly state5 and the minority accepted the majority vote with-
out resentments or recriminations.
All the state's delegates to the Federal Convention were present
at Hartford, and all spolke. The Connecticut Journal of New
Haven praised Oliver Ellsworth's "Demosthenian energy/' Wil-
liam Samuel Johnson's learning and eloquence/' and the "genu-
ine good sense and discernment" of Roger Sherman; but only
Ellsworth's speeches seem to have been recorded.
**Our being tributaries to our sister states/* Ellsworth said., "is
in consequence of the want of a federal system. The state of
New York raises 60 or £80,000 a year by impost Connecticut
consumes about one third of the goods upon which this impost
is laid; and consequently pays one third of this sum to New York.
If we import by the medium of Massachusetts., she has an impost;
and to her we pay a tribute. If this is done when we have the
shadow of a national government, what shall we not suffer, when
even that shadow is goneP^—that is, when the states should have
fallen even further apart by refusing to accept the Constitution,
Connecticut had paid her share of expenses during the war and
since, Ellsworth said, but some other states had not. There must
be power to raise the needed money from all the states, if the
burden on the willing states was not to be intolerable. The right
to lay imposts must be granted to Congress, otherwise the sep-
arate states would oppress the others "and destroy all harmony
between them." Some of the delegates had thought that Congress
could not be trusted with the sword and the purse. But Congress

